Student Sample: Grade 4, Argument (Opinion)
This argument was produced in class, and the writer likely received feedback from her teacher and peers.
Zoo Field Trip
Dear Mr. ____________ and Mrs. ____________,
We have a problem. The wildlife here in ____________ is very limited. There is not a lot of opportunity to learn
about conservation and wildlife preservation. If we took a field trip to The Wildlife Sanctuary our problem would
be solved. This would be a great learning experience for our class. In addition, we will provide a study guide to
The Wildlife Sanctuary to identify the animals and provide information about conservation of endangered wildlife.
If we went on a field trip, we will learn about the wildlife from around the world and how the sanctuary provides
a natural habitat for them to live and breed. This information would help us to understand the importance of
science in our day to day life. We would use math to make a budget and figure out a way to earn money. These
skills will be very useful again and again. We will learn how to make a schedule with target dates. This will
provide us with a plan that covers the entire project from start to finish. The preparation of the study guide will
require lots of research and organization of information.
The first thing to do is research, research, research! Next, we will choose a fund raiser (with your approval, of
course). This will earn money for the field trip. The parents will hopefully chip in their time and money, If we
don’t get enough. We will prepare a plan schedule. This will provide the dates that team members will need to
accomplish the steps toward our goal. My competent adult model is the Unofficial Guide to Walt Disney World. It
shows us step by step how to plan a trip and what to see.
Now you are asking why you should approve a trip to The Wildlife Sanctuary? How does this help The Wildlife
Sanctuary and our class? Besides the fact that the project planning, fund raising, budgeting and reporting will
provide an excellent learning opportunity, it will provide education. It will also provide awareness of wildlife and
the importance of conservation. This project will be evaluated by its successful planning and its ability to involve
our class in wildlife conservation. The trip will be evaluated by the student participation on the trip and a plan of
conservation that identifies what we can all do to protect and respect wildlife so they will still be around when we
have children.
Sincerely,
____________
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………
Annotation
The writer of this piece
•
introduces a topic clearly, states an opinion, and creates an organizational structure in which
related ideas are grouped to support the writer’s purpose.
o

•

provides reasons that are supported by facts and details.
o

•

The first thing to do… Next, … Now, you are asking… Besides the fact…

provides a concluding section related to the opinion presented.
o
o

•

If we went on a field trip, we will learn about the wildlife from around the world and how the
sanctuary provides a natural habitat for them to live and breed. This information would help us
to understand the importance of science in our day to day life. We would use math to make a
budget and figure out a way to earn money. We would use math to make a budget and figure
out a way to earn money…We will learn how to make a schedule with target dates... The
preparation of the study guide will require lots of research and organization of information.

links opinion and reasons using words and phrases.
o

•

We have a problem. The wildlife here in ____________ is very limited. There is not a lot of
opportunity to learn about conservation and wildlife preservation. If we took a field trip to The
Wildlife Sanctuary our problem would be solved. This would be a great learning experience for
our class.

The final paragraph details possible objections to the field trip and argues against each one:
Now you are asking why you should approve a trip to The Wildlife Sanctuary?… Besides the
fact that the project planning, fund raising, budgeting and reporting will provide an excellent
learning opportunity, it will provide education. It will also provide awareness of wildlife and the
importance of conservation.

demonstrates exemplary command of the conventions of standards written English
o

This piece has been edited by student response groups as well as by adults, so it is nearly
flawless in terms of observing the conventions of standard written English.

